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Employees from different zones of SBT were preparing for the 2014 Bank Fest. Those of
Kottayam chose a play-"Hijada" and they were working relentlessly to make the best of it. The
theme of the play was the challenges encountered with and endeavours for endurance of a
transgender in a North Indian village. Shri Arun Balakrishnan was the director of the play.
Towards the end of the first day's rehearsal, the director told the young man in a second line
role, "It would be better if you play the role of that transgender” to which the man disagreed at
the outset.

However the director exhorted him to that point until he acceded to and reluctantly the young
man took up the challenge. Eventually came the deciding day. The play was performed before
an expert panel including Shri M.R Gopakumar, who had won honours as the Best Actor. When
the results were announced, the young man bagged the Best Actor award.

Let’s present through our column this week, some one who reached the epitome of happiness
and felt exalted when Shri Gopakumar tapped him on the shoulder and lauded him for his
performance which made it a point to not trespass the confines of normality but at the same
time, embodied all the elements of femininity.

Rhishi Lessin Sreenivaz,
State Bank of India,
SME Branch, Kottayam.

Rhishi was the eldest of two children of late Mr Lessin Chand, a native of Kadappakkada, Kollam,
who worked in Dubai and Mrs Latha Lessin, a beautician by profession. Rhishi had his education
at Infant Jesus Anglo Indian Boys' High School, Thankassery in Kollam. While in school, he
competed in dance, drama, and sports competitions such as shot put and hammer throw, and
won prizes, but was unable to participate in any other competitions outside school due to
certain restrictions imposed by the school.

Subsequently, he joined Perumon Engineering College and turned out to be a noted artist in the
college. Having been a part of the cricket team for four years in college and leading it in his final
years gave Rhishi a great deal of contentment. He got passionate about photography too during
those days.

While in college, he was selected as one among the contestants of the Super Dancer reality
show on Amrita TV. Rhishi said that he was able to reach the round just before the finale of the
tough competition in which Kala master and Aravind were the judges.This proved to be
exceptionally helpful in the future of the artistic life.

After graduating from college, Rhishi joined State Bank of Travancore after working for KSEB
Engineers' Construction Project for two years and as Assistant Manager at Reliance Capital for



one year. His first assignment was at the Changanassery branch in 2013. It was around then that
Rhishi got recognition as the best actor. Rhishi thankfully recalls about Arun who paved the way
for it. Arun opines that it is Rhishi’s devotion to art which made him come first.

Another great opportunity came to Rhishi the period before joined the bank. When Kairali
channel aired the serial 'Mukesh Kathakal' written by famous actor Mukesh, he had the
opportunity to act in mini-screen as one of Mukesh's companions. Perhaps it was his
performance back then paved the way for him to act in two ads along with Mukesh for ‘Karunya’
Lottery.

Rhishi joined Kollam Beach Road from Changanassery branch as a cash officer. Rhishi says that
although he had to take a break from his artistic pursuits during his tenure there, it was then he
got enamored of cricket. It was during that time that he was able to participate in several
tournaments and be a part the Bank team.

Aswathy Das, a native of Kothamangalam and a teacher by profession became a part of his life
In 2017. She is presently working as a teacher at BMC College of Engineering, Sathamkotta.
Rhishi’s only sister Rithu Lessin Sreenivaz, who is settled with her family in Dubai, is working as
an engineer there.

Rhishi got promoted from Kollam as a Trainee Officer and joined Chathannoor Branch and he is
presently working at Kottayam SME Branch. Rhishi excels in dancing and portrait photography.
Therefore, he gets many opportunities in the wedding and pre-wedding photoshoots of the
families of his near and dear ones. Nikon 5300 and Nikon 7200 cameras take up quite a bit of his
leisure times.

Rhishi attributes much importance to fitness and has been undergoing boxing training since
2019 under the tutelage of Mr. Aji, a renowned boxing champion of Kollam. He has taken
interest in participating at district level competitions and it was when his preparations were
underway for higher level competitions in the super heavyweight category of over 90 kg, that
his dreams were shattered by the onset of COVID.

Rhishi has a great deal to do in the future as an actor, dancer, photographer and boxer. Talented
Bankers Community wishes Rhishi all the best to enjoy all that life has to offer and explore the
opportunities that come in his way grandiosely.



